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monthly allowances in money and grain. These priests are
employed for six years only in some temples, and for three
years in others; after which they are generally transferred to
another. Some, however, are hereditary priests.

" The office of the Shanthis consists in performing self-
ablution every morning very early, and in going immediately
afterwards to the pagoda to open the doors of the rooms in
which the images are kept; to remove the faded flowers, &c.,
with which those images had "been adorned on the preceding
night ; to clean the place and adore the image after purifying
themselves; and then to commence the daily ceremonies,
according to the established ritual. The Shanthis must
abstain from all intercourse with women, and are prohibited
even from speaking to them during their period of office; and
when they come out of the pagoda, people must retire to a
distance to avoid polluting them."*

Each temple has its manager, accountant, cashier, and
storekeeper, besides inferior attendants employed as sweepers,
lamplighters, &c. In the temples in South Travancore
dancing girls and musicians attend several times daily. In
North Travancore only two or three men with drums are
employed in each temple, except in a few instances, where
musicians perform on the conch-shell, drums, flageolet,
and cymbals, for the delectation of the god and his
worshippers.

Presents or offerings of silk, money, gold and silver images
of snakes, and jewels, are made by the inhabitants to the
pagodas. In some of these there are treasure-boxes for
offerings, placed in front of the inner shrine, which are not
opened till they are filled to the very brim. Most of the
temples have flower-gardens for the cultivation of oleander,
jasmine, sweet basil, and other sacred flowers used in the
preparation of garlands for the idols. To some pagodas
* " Eecords of Travancore/' JSTo. III., pp. 3, 4.